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stituted for the Church an oppressive situation
without precedent in French history.

The Concordat was not an agreement of prin-
ciples, but the acceptance by Pope Pius VII
of a situation. This acceptance was considered
so humiliating and disgraceful for the Church,
that it gave rise to a schism known as la
eglise* Joseph De Maistre, an extreme Ultra-
montane, characterises this act of Pius VII as
follows: "The crimes of Alexander Borgia are
less revolting than this hideous apostacy of
his weak successor." The persecutions of Na-
poleon and those of Louis XVIII did not bring
back all the malcontents, and la petHe Sglue has
survived to this day. The Pope wrote to eighty-
one bishops and, evincing little sense of humour,
asked them to hand him their "spontaneous res-
ignations" and to accomplish the "free act"
which he imposed upon them, but thirty-six
refused.2 In 1809, when Napoleon seized Rome,
Pius VII, seeing how he was treated by the
Great Corsican, called him "the new Ahab."
In the most shameful manner Napoleon made
him his prisoner, sent him as such to Savons,
then to Fontainebleau where, for five yearn,
he remained in captivity. The emperor e&-
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